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From: Douglass Craig <CDouglass@pittsburghmercy.org>
Sent: Monday, September 18, 2017 5:44 PM
To: PW, DDPComment
Subject: Comments from Pittsburgh Mercy - Re: 47 Pa. Bulletin 4831, August 19, 2017 Public

Notice

Fee Schedule Rates, Fee Schedule Methodology, and Proposed Fee Schedule
We believe, as many of our colleagues do, the Department must adopt in regulation a nationally recognized
market index to adjust fee schedule rates annually. Historically, fee schedule rates supporting people with
intellectual disability have not been adjusted since they’ve been put in place. Further, the current fee schedule
rates do not support a living wage for Direct Support Professionals in Southwestern PA (or statewide) and the
fee schedule rates have not kept pace with inflation and other economic forces that ultimately result in
decreased quality and services to people with intellectual disability and autism. Without fee schedule rates that
support a living wage, reimburse provider costs, and include an index strategy that keeps pace with inflation;
the resulting rates will never be sufficient to achieve efficiency, economy, and quality of care.

Craig Douglass
Chief Administrative Officer
Pittsburgh Mercy
1200 Reedsdale Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15233-2109
T: 412.323.4543 / M: 412.956.7823/F: 412.323.4507
cdouglass(ittsburghmercy.org
www.pmhs.org
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Part of Trinity Health, serving in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy
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USE OF THE INTENDED RECIPIENTS ONLY. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and for exempl from disclosure under law If you are not
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1


